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Memorial Day is a special holiday to
honor and remember the brave

soldiers who died while serving in the
U.S. military. 

I Spy : Memorial DayI Spy : Memorial Day

WHAT IS MEMORIAL DAY?WHAT IS MEMORIAL DAY?WHAT IS MEMORIAL DAY?

MEMORIAL DAYMEMORIAL DAYMEMORIAL DAY
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WHEN IS MEMORIAL DAY?WHEN IS MEMORIAL DAY?WHEN IS MEMORIAL DAY?
Memorial Day is observed
on the last Monday of May

each year. 



MEMORIALMEMORIAL  WHY DO WE CELEBRATE?WHY DO WE CELEBRATE?WHY DO WE CELEBRATE?
We celebrate Memorial Day to

show gratitude for the men
and women who sacrificed

their lives to protect our
country.

MAZEMAZEDAYDAY  
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HOW DO PEOPLE CELEBRATE?HOW DO PEOPLE CELEBRATE?HOW DO PEOPLE CELEBRATE?
Visiting cemeteries and placing

flags on soldiers’ graves.
Watching Memorial Day parades. 



WORD SCRAMBLEWORD SCRAMBLE

LAIMOMER YADLAIMOMER YAD

SOROHNSOROHN

TIRAMYLITIRAMYLI

RESIECVRESIECV

TARENEVTARENEV

RESADAPRESADAP

PYOPPPYOPP

NERAMMEBCERNERAMMEBCER

ROCEDIONTAROCEDIONTA

RETEMECYRETEMECY

SAGLFSAGLF

MERONECYMERONECY

REIDLOSREIDLOS

RASICCIFERASICCIFE

NOTAIRNGLNOTAIRNGL

LAIMOMER YAD
SOROHN
TIRAMYLI
RESIECV
TARENEV
RESADAP
PYOPP
NERAMMEBCER
ROCEDIONTA
RETEMECY
SAGLF
MERONECY
REIDLOS
RASICCIFE
NOTAIRNGL

MEMORIAL DAY
HONORS
MILITARY
SERVICE
VETERAN
PARADES
POPPY

REMEMBRANCE
DECORATION
CEMETERY

FLAGS
CEREMONY
SOLDIER

SACRIFICE
ARLINGTON

HOW DO PEOPLE CELEBRATE?HOW DO PEOPLE CELEBRATE?HOW DO PEOPLE CELEBRATE?
Visiting cemeteries and placing

flags on soldiers’ graves.
Watching Memorial Day parades. 
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MAY 5, 1866MAY 5, 1866MAY 5, 1866
Waterloo, New York, held a
ceremony to honor fallen
soldiers, later recognized

as the first formal
Memorial Day
observance.
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MAY 5, 1866MAY 5, 1866MAY 5, 1866
Waterloo, New York, held a
ceremony to honor fallen

soldiers, later recognized as
the first formal Memorial Day

observance.



TRACE THE LINESTRACE THE LINES

MAY 5, 1868MAY 5, 1868MAY 5, 1868
General John A. Logan officially

proclaimed the first Memorial Day (then
called Decoration Day) would be on May

30, 1968 to decorate the graves of
soldiers with flowers to honor them.



DRAW LINES TO MATCHDRAW LINES TO MATCH
EACH PAIREACH PAIRMAY 30, 1868MAY 30, 1868MAY 30, 1868

Memorial Day was first
observed as Decoration Day
to honor Civil War soldiers.



HOW MANY HATS DID
YOU COUNT? 

COUNT AND COLORCOUNT AND COLOR JUNE 28, 1968JUNE 28, 1968JUNE 28, 1968
The Uniform Monday Holiday Act

was signed, moving Memorial Day to
the last Monday of May.

MAY 31, 1971MAY 31, 1971MAY 31, 1971
Memorial Day became an official

federal holiday, observed on the last
Monday of May.



DECEMBER 28, 2000DECEMBER 28, 2000DECEMBER 28, 2000
The National Moment of

Remembrance was established,
encouraging a moment of silence at

3:00 PM on Memorial Day.

TRACING LINESTRACING LINES



Memorial Day was first called
Decoration Day because

people decorated soldiers’
graves with flowers. 

COLOR THE SAME SIZECOLOR THE SAME SIZE
PICTURESPICTURES DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?



FIND THE DIFFERENCESFIND THE DIFFERENCESDID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?

The red poppy
is a symbol of

remembrance.

Waterloo, New York,
 was declared the official

birthplace of Memorial
Day by President Lyndon

B. Johnson in 1966.

WATERLOOWATERLOOWATERLOO
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