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“Juneteenth” is short for June
Nineteenth. It marks the day in 1865
when the last enslaved people in the
U.S. learned they were free — two

years after the Emancipation
Proclamation.
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FIRSTFIRST

THE EMANCIPATION
PROCLAMATION CAME

FIRST
President Abraham Lincoln
signed the Emancipation

Proclamation on January 1, 1863,
which said all enslaved people in
Confederate states were free.
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THE JUNETEENTH

FLAG HAS MEANING
Red, white, and blue: Shows
African Americans are American
citizens.
Star: Represents Texas and
freedom for all.
Burst around the star: A new
beginning.
Arc: A horizon of hope.



WORD SCRAMBLEWORD SCRAMBLE HOW PEOPLE CELEBRATEHOW PEOPLE CELEBRATEHOW PEOPLE CELEBRATE
Barbecue and soul food
Parades and music
Dancing and prayer
Wearing red (a color symbolizing
strength and sacrifice)
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WHY JUNETEENTH
MATTERS

Honoring African American
history
Celebrating culture and
contributions
Remembering the fight for
freedom and justice
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ACROSTIC POEMACROSTIC POEM JANUARY 1, 1863JANUARY 1, 1863JANUARY 1, 1863
President Abraham Lincoln signed a
document saying enslaved people in

Confederate states were free.
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  JUNE 19, 1865JUNE 19, 1865 JUNE 19, 1865

Union General Gordon Granger
arrived in Galveston, Texas, and

told the last enslaved people
they were free.
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JUNE 19, 1866JUNE 19, 1866  JUNE 19, 1866 
The first Juneteenth celebration

happened in Texas one year after the
news of freedom.

198019801980

Texas became the first U.S. state
to make Juneteenth an official state

holiday.

– TEXAS MAKES JUNETEENTH– TEXAS MAKES JUNETEENTH  
A STATE HOLIDAYA STATE HOLIDAY

– TEXAS MAKES JUNETEENTH 
A STATE HOLIDAY

COUNT ANDCOUNT AND
COLORCOLOR

HOW MANY

FLOWERS DID

YOU COUNT? 



JUNE 17, 2021JUNE 17, 2021JUNE 17, 2021

President Joe Biden signed a law
making Juneteenth National

Independence Day a federal holiday in
the U.S.

TRACING LINESTRACING LINES

– JUNETEENTH BECOMES– JUNETEENTH BECOMES
A U.S. FEDERAL HOLIDAYA U.S. FEDERAL HOLIDAY

– JUNETEENTH BECOMES
A U.S. FEDERAL HOLIDAY



COLOR THE SAMECOLOR THE SAME
SIZE PICTURESSIZE PICTURES 16th President of the United States.

He signed the Emancipation
Proclamation to help end slavery.

  ABRAHAMABRAHAM    LINCOLNLINCOLN ABRAHAM  LINCOLN

GORDON GRANGERGORDON GRANGERGORDON GRANGER
Union general who delivered the

message of freedom to enslaved people
in Texas on June 19, 1865.

OPAL LEEOPAL LEEOPAL LEE
Known as the “Grandmother of

Juneteenth,” she walked thousands of
miles to raise awareness and helped
make Juneteenth a national holiday.

  JOE BIDENJOE BIDEN JOE BIDEN
46th President of the U.S. who
signed the Juneteenth National
Independence Day Act in 2021.



  JUNETEENTH ISJUNETEENTH IS
ABOUT FREEDOMABOUT FREEDOM
 JUNETEENTH IS
ABOUT FREEDOM
Today, Juneteenth is a celebration of
freedom, heritage, and hope. People
celebrate with music, food, parades,

and family gatherings.

MY FREEDOMMY FREEDOM
STORYSTORY
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